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Background and Legislative Direction

The Recycling Reform Act directed Ecology to:
• Evaluate the potential for a recycling refunds 

program in Washington 
• Conduct a technical Model Study 
• Conduct a statewide Community Engagement 

Study 
• Use both studies to inform future legislative 

recommendations
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What is a Recycling Refunds Program?
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What was the Model Study? 

• Focused on understanding how a recycling refunds 
system could be implemented within Washington

• A central element is the “redemption site network,” or 
the locations where people return containers 

• ERG Team conducted detailed modeling in King 
County, Spokane County, and Yakima County

• Ecology submitted model study results and 
preliminary recommendations to the Legislature 
January 7, 2026
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Purpose of the Engagement Study

• The Engagement Study evaluated whether the Model 
Study assumptions aligned with community perspectives.

• Specifically, it explored topics such as:
• Convenience 
• Accessibility 
• Equity 
• Benefits and Barriers to Participation 
• Governance  (should a program be implemented)
• Implementation considerations
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Equity-Centered Engagement Overview 

We designed the engagement study to reduce barriers to participation by:
• Using multiple engagement methods
• Partnering with trusted Community Connectors to prioritize outreach to 

underserved, socially vulnerable communities 
• Providing multilingual outreach and translated materials
• Designing survey and interview questions around accessibility, convenience, 

and community context
• Conducting Tribal engagement alongside broader public engagement 
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Community Connector Partner Engagement Summary 

Engagement FormatParticipantsLocationCommunity 
Connector Partner

Community event 
conducted primarily 
in Spanish

27King County
Duwamish Valley 
Sustainability 
Association (DVSA)

Hybrid (in-person 
and online) 
discussion activity

20Yakima CountyLatino Community 
Fund (LCF)

Community 
discussion activity9Spokane CountyNuestras Raíces

56 ParticipantsTotal
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Multi-Lingual Outreach

• Survey Available in 6 
languages

• Flyers translated into 
Spanish

• CBO partner meetings 
conducted in Spanish 

• Planned interpretation 
support during public 
comment period 
informational sessions
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Survey and Interview Questions Explored Equity and Accessibility

• What barriers could make participation 
difficult for some communities? 

• Which populations may face greater 
challenges accessing redemption services? 

• What strategies could reduce barriers and 
apport equitable participation? 

• How should equity considerations influence 
future program design and implementation?
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Tribal Engagement

• Ecology invited formal 
consultation (December 
2025)

• We conducted follow-up 
activities and outreach

• We will continue 
engagement in Phase II 

• Interviews/meetings 
anticipated to take place 
over the summer 
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NOTE – The following slides present a preview of 
information that will be in the draft engagement 

report. The findings and information will be updated 
in the version of the report that is released for public 

comment and review



13

From Findings to Cross-Cutting Themes
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•
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Questions for Public Comment

• Do the preliminary recommendations appropriately reflect 
engagement findings and community priorities?

• Are there recommendations that should be modified, expanded, or 
removed?

• Are there additional considerations that should be reflected in future 
program planning or implementation?

• Are there specific recommendations that may affect certain 
communities or audience groups differently?

• Are there additional implementation considerations that should be 
evaluated before final recommendations are developed?



19

Recommendations Reinforced
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Recommended Refinements
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New Recommendations
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Next Steps


