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Recycling Reform Act

ECOLOGY  Ecology Updates
Advisory Council Meeting - June 11, 2026
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Recycling Reform Act Timeline

Service provider and PRO regijstration PRO program implementation
Advisory council convenes Ecology adopts rules Ecology oversight
Rulemaking begins PRO completes consultations Advisory council input
Statewide collection lists PRO submits draft plan Residents receive expanded service at
Preliminary needs assessment Advisory council input reduced cost

° * ¢

2026

O o 0
DRS/recycling refund study PRO reuse grant program PRO annual reports
Full needs assessment published Ecology economic analysis of PRO draft Ecology oversight
Rulemaking plan Advisory council input
Advisory council input Legislative review of PRO plan and Residents receive expanded
analysis service at reduced cost

PRO consultations . -
Advisory council input

Ecology approves PRO plan



Request for Information/Surveys/Interviews

* Service provider regjstration (January 31) Rocheing Lt anaNoods Assessrants

April 1, 2026

Why is Ecology requesting information?
The Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) is requesting technical information to inform

. . requirements of Section 090 and Section 110 of the Recycling Reform Act passed by the
° R legislature in 2025, which requires an extended producer responsibility (EPR) program for
e u eS O r I n O r I I l a I O n a consumer packaging and paper products (“covered materials”). The law, codified in Chapter
q 70A.208 RCW, directs Ecology to:

+ Develop four statewide collection lists, due by October 1, 2026, identifying covered
materials suitable for residential recycling, residential composting, public place
collection, or alternative collection.

+ Complete a preliminary needs assessment due by December 31, 2026, describing
current recycling system access, infrastructure, contracts, costs, material flows, and
market conditions.

. . +« Complete a full needs assessment, due by December 31, 2027, evaluating system
° T performance, environmental and public health considerations, investment needs, and
argeted surveys/interviews for needs
This Request for Information (RFI) is intended to:
Gather recommendations on methodologies, performance metrics, and system
= = L L L] improvement opportunities and priorities.
L4 M u n I CI pal Itles’ Trl beS’ prOd ucers, COI IeCtIO n The information collected as part of this RFI is in addition to (i) data submitted by service
providers through Ecology’s service provider registration, as described below, and (ii) data and
input collected through surveys to key audiences. RCW 70A.208.110(7)(a) states that a service

service P roviders ’ CAA ~an d Interchan geg 60 Drovider o other person with data o nfomaton necessary 1o complels a neads assessment

must provide the data or information to the department upon request.

Identify relevant datasets, studies, and technical insights.
Support evaluation of specific covered materials for statewide collection lists.
Identifying and filling gaps in available information to support the needs assessments.

Ecology has already requested that service providers (including local governments, collectors,
material recovery facilities, and processors) register with Ecology and share information
pursuant to RCW 70A.208.070. Ecology may reach out to service providers who have not
submitted the requested information or submitted incomplete information.

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/ publications/documents/2607021.pdf
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Preliminary Needs Assessment

O July o September O November o January

Contracts and service Material quantity Draft public comment Final summary and
costs spreadsheet and technical memo summary and analysis analysis of public
technical memo First draft preliminary and recommendations comments

Current end markets needs assessment to Second consultation Final preliminary needs
technical memo Ecology and advisory call with advisory assessment to Ecology
council for review council

First consultation call
with advisory council

Public comment period
on the second draft

Current statewide service
level technical memo

Statewide infrastructure preliminary needs
capacity technical memo assessment

August O October

Second draft preliminary
needs assessment for
Ecology review

December
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Statewide Collection Lists

* [nitial lists due October 1, 2026

e Lists developed to direct (full) needs assessment

* Four lists:
* Residential recycling
* Residential composting

* Public place collection (sidewalks, plazas, public
parks, forests, etc)

e Alternative collection
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Documents to Review - Statewide ELG
Collection Lists
O July o September
. Draft of four statewide lists and ' Potential second draft of statewide lists
. supporting companion documentation i
. forreview
. Lists subcommittee July 22
. o i .
S Sl oeemMmItiss U35 2. elnel 10 Final lists and companion document

Advisory Council consultation Aug 13 delivered

O August O October 1
6
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Recycling Refund Program Studies

Phase | Engagement Summary e®e 2,500+

December 2025 — May 31, 2026 ..‘ Total Engagement
o P h a S e 1 - IVI O d e I St u d Multiple engagement methods. Statewide participation. Touchpoints*
Broad community and interest holder perspectives. Across all engagement activities
- -
pupblisned In January ENGAGEMENT
2,440 15 56
-

Survey Interviews Participants Saaey
* Phase 2 - Engagement study
Residents and interest holders 62+ participants across local Engagement through trusted Tribal governments, organizations,
governments, community organizations, community-based organizations Y ’

i f TR 5 businesses, and
from across Washington retailers, producers, recyclers, and in King, Yakima, and &

o D ra ft re p O rt CO I ' I I n g other interest holders Spokane Counties CopunitVimebes
WHO PROVIDED INPUT GEOGRAPHIC REACH EQUITY-FOCUSED ENGAGEMENT

.
3 — —
® L ® Aiidinis 2,440 survey responses receiv T 7 y ——
n : from all 39 Washington coun | 3 [ iy, re.gmntn?ent 'pnontlzed
o L communities with higher CDC
@ Local Governments Participation was strongest in King, i 17 Y Social Vulnerability Index scores.
Spokane, Yakima, Pierce, Kitsap, ) \
o i Clark, and Thurston Counties, ClALLAM ) 5 )
C O l I l I I l e n t ® c y-Based Or with responses received from 1 e ) Community connector
= = urban, suburban, rural, and JEFFERSON partnerships in King,
Retailers & Commercial remote communities S Lo Yakima, and Spokane Counties.
O » Property Owners across the state. s | WA
[ ] U [ L !
a Producers & Beverage :"'(‘:"’ Respondants Ao | Spanish-language and
Industry Representatives oty 7 13 bilingual engagement
= m i e L | opportunities.
° - Q Collectors, Haulers & Recyclers — w:l % Pl s L “";‘“ |
a n u a ry - u e O e 5 50 -99 Responses from communities
Tribal Governments & 20-49 across a wide range of income
Community Members Fewer than 20

levels and geographic settings.

Legislature S ——

KEY DESIGN PRINCIPLE: Findings are based on multiple engagement methods
to understand both and con C s i ave participated in more

than one engagement activity.

®



https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.208
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2507065.html
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Recycling Refund Study Timeline

o June o September 9-30 Q November

Today’s overview Advisory Council draft report Internal Ecology review
review

September Council meeting

Equity subcommittee
overview

Jan 1, 2027 due to
the Legislature

>

August Council meeting Final review by Governor’s

Public Comment period ERG finalizes report office

July 6 to August 3 October December
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(3 Rule Vieetings 2 o o o
March 2026 October 2027 December 2027 April 2028
Notice of Notice of Proposed Public hearings Notice of Rule
Rulemaking Rule Adoption

¢ Rule Committee meetings: review draft language over 5 quarterly
meetings; Public review welcome

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
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Rulemaking Committee Timeline
O Mtg #1: June 2026 o Mtg #3: December 2026 o Mtg #5: June 2027
| Purpose Definitions Entire chapter review
Applicability PRO duties
Definitions Statewide requirements

Producer Duties

Individual PRO

Definitions
PRO duties
Performance targets
Alternative Collection

Mtg #2: August 2026

Definitions
Service provider duties
Exclusion petition process

Mtg #4: March 2027

10
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Rulemaking webpage Provide input on rule language
Public comment form

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-
rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-1/7/3-950

https://ecology.commentinput.com/?id=HBuQZ3h6t
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Recycling Reform Act resources

Ecology’s newsletter Ecology’s website

recyclingreform@ecy.wa.gov

Eefsidies Advisory Counc

www.RRAadvisorycouncil.org
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