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2026

Service provider and PRO registration 

Advisory council convenes

Rulemaking begins

Statewide collection lists

Preliminary needs assessment

2027

DRS/recycling refund study

Full needs assessment published

Rulemaking

Advisory council input

PRO consultations

2028

Ecology adopts rules

PRO completes consultations 

PRO submits draft plan

Advisory council input

2029

PRO reuse grant program

Ecology economic analysis of PRO draft 
plan

Legislative review of PRO plan and 
analysis

Advisory council input

Ecology approves PRO plan

2030

PRO program implementation

Ecology oversight

Advisory council input

Residents receive expanded service at 
reduced cost

2031

PRO annual reports 

Ecology oversight 

Advisory council input

Residents receive expanded 
service at reduced cost

Recycling Reform Act Timeline



Request for Information/Surveys/Interviews

• Service provider registration (January 31)

• Request for information (May 8)

• Targeted surveys/interviews for needs 
assessments (June 12)

• Municipalities, Tribes, producers, collection 
service providers, CAA, and Interchange360
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https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2607021.pdf
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Preliminary Needs Assessment

Contracts and service 
costs spreadsheet and 
technical memo 

Current end markets 
technical memo

July

Current statewide service 
level technical memo

Statewide infrastructure 
capacity technical memo

August

Material quantity 
technical memo

First draft preliminary 
needs assessment to 
Ecology and advisory 
council for review

September

First consultation call 
with advisory council

Public comment period 
on the second draft 
preliminary needs 
assessment 

October

Draft public comment 
summary and analysis 
and recommendations

Second consultation 
call with advisory 
council

November

Second draft preliminary 
needs assessment for 
Ecology review

December

Final summary and 
analysis of public 
comments

Final preliminary needs 
assessment to Ecology

January



Statewide Collection Lists

• Initial lists due October 1, 2026

• Lists developed to direct (full) needs assessment

• Four lists:

• Residential recycling 

• Residential composting 

• Public place collection (sidewalks, plazas, public 
parks, forests, etc)

• Alternative collection

5



6

Documents to Review – Statewide 
Collection Lists

Draft of four statewide lists and 
supporting companion documentation 
for review

Lists subcommittee July 22

July

Lists subcommittee Aug 4 and 10

Advisory Council consultation Aug 13

August

Potential second draft of statewide lists

September

Final lists and companion document 
delivered

October 1



Recycling Refund Program Studies

• Phase 1 - Model study 
published in January 2026

• Phase 2 - Engagement study

• Draft report coming

• July 6 to August 3: Public 
comment

• Sept 9 to 30: Advisory Council

• January 2027: due to the 
Legislature
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.208  Section 240

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2507065.html

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.208
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2507065.html


8

Recycling Refund Study Timeline

Today’s overview

Equity subcommittee 
overview 

June

August Council meeting

Public Comment period

July 6 to August 3

Advisory Council draft report 
review

September Council meeting

September 9-30

ERG finalizes report

October

Internal Ecology review

November

Final review by Governor’s 
office

December

Jan 1, 2027 due to 

the Legislature



RRA Rulemaking

• Rule Committee meetings: review draft language over 5 quarterly 
meetings; Public review welcome
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March 2026

Notice of 

Rulemaking

October 2027

Notice of Proposed 

Rule

December 2027

Public hearings

April 2028

Notice of Rule 

Adoption

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950

Rule Meetings

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
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https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
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Rulemaking Committee Timeline

Purpose

Applicability

Definitions

Producer Duties

Individual PRO

Mtg #1: June 2026

Definitions

PRO duties 

Performance targets

Alternative Collection

Mtg #2: August 2026

Definitions

PRO duties

Statewide requirements

Mtg #3: December 2026

Definitions

Service provider duties

Exclusion petition process

Mtg #4: March 2027

Entire chapter review

Mtg #5: June 2027



Rulemaking Resources

Rulemaking webpage Provide input on rule language

 Public comment form
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https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-

rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.commentinput.com/?id=HBuQZ3h6t

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.commentinput.com/?id=HBuQZ3h6t


Recycling Reform Act resources

Ecology’s newsletter Ecology’s website

Ecology’s email
recyclingreform@ecy.wa.gov

Advisory Council
www.RRAadvisorycouncil.org
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