Recycling Reform Advisory Council
Equity Subcommittee

Meeting Notes
May 4, 2026, 10-11:00pm PT
Meeting Slide Deck Link

Welcome

a. Attendance and Introductions

Member

Affiliation Attendance

Julie Gilbertson

Circular Action Alliance

Rick Vahl

Waste Connections

Ming-Ming Tung-Edelman

CareMakers Collective

Becci Piepel

Douglas County Solid Waste

Grant Williams

Tribal Solid Waste Advisory Network

Miriam Mendoza

Yakima Eco Solutions

Leah Simeon

R

Feed Seven Generations

b. Review of meeting agenda

Ecology Updates

a. Recycling Reform Act overview - Lauren DiRe, Ecology

Subcommittee Discussion

a. Subcommittee Chair

Ming-Ming self-nominated to serve as Chair of subcommittee

b. Needs assessment support and subcommittee

Ecology noted that there is a lot of overlap between equity issues and
needs assessment work that members of Equity Subcommittee can
choose to participate in, including attending Needs Assessment
Subcommittee and Advisory Council meetings

Member discussion:

1.

2.
3.

Proposal that members whose membership overlap between
Needs Assessment and Equity Subcommittee report back
Suggestion for a monthly standing meeting for subcommittee
Ecology will have technical memos for review (Ecology update,
slide 11)
Due to length and how technical memos are, suggest several
ways of navigating:
a. Ecology or ERG consultant team could highlight and call
out areas that may require an equity perspective
b. Utilizing Al to create an RRA expert and help identify
equity issues within technical memos
Helpful to have clearly defined parameters of what equity
means when viewing through the lens of equity so when CAA
offers programmatic elements or strategies, there is an
understanding of how equity is framed
a. Using Subcommittee focus areas as initial parameters:



https://www.rraadvisorycouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/RRA-Equity-Subcommittee-Meeting_Slides_050426.pdf
https://www.rraadvisorycouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Ecology_Recycling-Reform-Act-Timeline-and-Equity-Subcommittee-Meeting.pdf
https://www.rraadvisorycouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Ecology_Recycling-Reform-Act-Timeline-and-Equity-Subcommittee-Meeting.pdf
https://www.rraadvisorycouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Ecology_Recycling-Reform-Act-Timeline-and-Equity-Subcommittee-Meeting.pdf

VI.

i. Identifying barriers and impacts affecting
overburdened and underserved communities
ii. Informing system design to ensure equitable
access to services
iii. Making recommendations for community
engagement and education
6. If Equity Subcommittee member would like to join Advisory
Council meetings (in capacity as a subcommittee member
rather than a member of general public), please flag to Sam in
advance (skwok@cplusc.com)
c. Involving external voices
i. Further discussion in future meetings on how to incorporate external
voices and bringing other folks into the conversation with potential for
Subcommittee to grow in size
ii. Mercy Housing (affordable housing) may be a good partner
Next Steps
a. Needs Assessment Subcommittee: May 20, 10-11:30am
i. Focus of Subcommittee meeting will focus on level setting and
timelines since deliverables are not yet available for review
b. Scheduling upcoming meetings
i. C+Cto send out a poll for suggestions on a regular cadence for
standing Equity Subcommittee meetings
Public Comment
a. Open for written public comment via Zoom Q&A function
Adjourn



mailto:skwok@cplusc.com

